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SERORANDUN FOR: The Comptroller

SUBJECT: {ost of One Satellite Launch

1. The lollowing figures indicate the approximate cost of
one CORONA sstellite reconnaissance mission. This is based on
the ¥Y 63 current estimate and is for a single additional mission
ag part of the overall CORONA program. Obviously, the price
of a prototype or new development would be congiderably higher. NRO

*ayload (photo equipment) 25X1A

f.ockheed (Mod, of nosecone plus
recovery equipment)

Cieneral Electric (nosecone)

Agens 1 (second stage booster)

‘Thor {{irst stage)

i.aunch Series (preparation of
iaunching ares)

' ngineering (technical control of
launching)

subtotal
NRO “ilm Processing

'ased on 15 missions with total
25X1A cost of [ rounce

Lost of Hecovery: Air Force responsibliity

ozt of Photo Interpretation: NPIC responsibility
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z. The above [igures do not include the cost of recovery
ar photo interpretation, since these are not the responsibility of
the L/, The recovery operation cost may possibly be obtained
from: the Netional Reconnaigsance Uffice, and the cost of photo
interpretation may be obtained fron: the Deputy Iirector (Intelli-
gencel,
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